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Memorandum 

Date: April 2025 

To: Pickens City Administrator 

From: Director Jonathon Morris, Parks and Recreation 

Subject: April Update for Parks & Recreation 

 

Your Parks & Recreation department has had a very busy April. With almost 700 athletes in our spring sports 

this year, we have kept every field, gym, and parking lot full.  

 

We submitted and received the Duke Energy Foundation grant ($3500) for Doodle Trail safety upgrades and 

plan to start that project in June. This will include road crossing signage, safety signage, and markings on the 

trail for distance and location. We have submitted a request to PARD (~$6500) for funding this cycle for 

additional storage and equipment and are waiting to hear the final approval for that.  

 

Athletics: 
 

Our spring sports continue to roll through their season with every field and gymnasium occupied by a sport. 

We have hosted over 46 baseball/softball games, 81 volleyball games, and 23 Soccer games in the month 

of April. Our baseball facilities are reaching maximum capacity for the number of teams/athletes we have 

registered. Our parking at Jaycee Park (Minor and Major Fields) is beyond capacity and spilling over into the 

road shoulder and neighboring parking lots. This is becoming a concern for parents and visiting teams. The 

parking at the Rec Center on Sangamo is also reaching capacity during spring and fall seasons spilling onto 

the neighboring Sangamo Site facility in the evenings. Our registration has opened for fall football and cheer 

and we are working to begin scheduling evaluations and drafts.  

 

Grounds/Facilities: 

 

The repairs to the water fountains at Doodle Park have been completed and are operational. The grounds 

crew have begun the weekly task of mowing the 120+ acres that we care for while preparing ballfields for 

games each Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday. We were able to hire a temporary position to assist with the 

mowing which puts us at 3 full time and 1 seasonal. We have started the install at Doodle Trail for the 

TrackTrail program kiosk. We intend to have the TrackTrail and swings installed at Doodle by the end of May.  
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